Dorothy M. Davis stands next to type of plane she flew as one of few wom-
en pilots during World War I1, in photo taken at Livermore Airport.
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waiting to get in to see the film
“Star Wan."

An Examiner feature story on
her campaign piqued the interest
of ita owner, the late newspaper
publisher William Randolph
Hearst Jr., who lent the power of
his name and publications to the
campaign. In 1977, Congress
passed the Gl Improvement Act,
which suthorized the Secretary of
Defense to determine that WASP
duty was active military service.
That determination was made on
March 8, 1979.

“Dottie was never afraid to try
things,” said her friend and fellow
WASP Florence Wheeler of
Healdsburg. “Right to the end, her
spirit was so great. She was a gen-
erous, kind, loving person.”

A trim and sthletic woman —

she fitted neatly into her World
War [1 WASP uniform for a photo-
graph last year — Miss Davis was
an avid sailor, taught sailing and
swimming, and was a world travel-
er until stricken by multiple ill-
nesses and severe injuries suffered
in & recent traffic accident.

“She had an indomitable spirt,”
said her old friend Richard Cor-
ville, an Alameda engineer. “She
WaES Just & very canng, generous
person. She was quietly great.”

Miss Davis is survived by »
mece and 8 nephew.

There will be no funeral service.

Friends wishing to remember
her are asked t0 make a donation
to the San Francisco branch of the
Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals or to their favonte
charity.




