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PROF. JAMES HENRY JOYNER

"J'HERE aren’t many residents

of our area to study the pro-
gress public education has made
through lhe years and who has
escaped the name of Prof. James
Henry Joyner.

His death early Friday morning

at the age of 87 closed a carcer
that touched the lives of thous-
ands upon thousands of children
within our state during a period
when education was building its
foundation, in many respeets, for
what it provides loday.
Jaymoe eamnloted  hic
studies at the old Whitsett Insti-
tute, a pioneer inslilution of edu-
cation for our area, and then com-
pleted his college work at Ca-
{awba in 1003, Then followed 23
years as a feacher al Whitsell,
leading to the principalship of
Gibsonyille school. -

After reliring from the class-
room, his services 1o education
were not cnded. Ie was a
member of the Guilford County
Board of Education for 21 years,
with 14 of those years as chair-
man. He served as president of
the State School Board of Edu-
cation and later became ¢hairman
of the first Regional Board of
Teachers Association.

In other interests, he was an
elder at Friedens Lutheran
Church for many years and was
teacher of the Joyner Bible Class
there for 32 years.

There were many other inter-
ests and services which he per-
formed, all of them coming to-
gether to build a career that will
be remembered and admired as
long as there is a history of edu-
cation in our stale fo review.

Professor Joyner primarily was
a scholar. Yet beyond his own de-
sire {0 learn, there was that equal-
1y important desire to share his
knowledge with others and {o do
his part in promoting and mak-
ing workable 2 system that would
build belter education for gener-
ations to come.

He was a pioneer in the public
education field, and he helped
build it throughout his life. In it
he has his monument.
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